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DETAILED ACTION 

The communication is a second Action Final on the merits (RCE). Claims 3-5, 7, 12, 
23-26 are canceled. Claims 1, 6, 29-31 are amended. Claim 33-34 are new. Claims 1- 
2, 6, 8-11, 13-22, 27-34 are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Priority 

Applicant's foreign priority claim for the benefits of 0330100.9 filed on December 
29, 2003 on the basis of 371 PCT /EP2004/014745 filed on December 23, 2004, is 
acknowledged. However, no certified copy of foreign filing has been received. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

1. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. 

Newly added claim 34 recites "A system comprising: an electronic device configured to 

receive a user- replaceable cover; and a user-replaceable cover, 

wherein the electronic device comprises a first holding arrangement at a front portion of 
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the device configured to attach to a first portion of a user-replaceable cover and a 
second holding arrangement at a back portion of the device configured to attach to a 
third portion of a user-replaceable cover and the device configured to hold by said 
attachment the user-replaceable cover in a folded configuration; and 
wherein the user-replaceable cover comprises: 

a first portion configured for user attachment to and user detachment from the first 
holding arrangement of the electronic device; 

a second portion, adjacent to the first portion, comprising one or more predetermined 
fold lines; 

a third portion, adjacent to the second portion, configured for user attachment to and 
user detachment from the second holding arrangement of the electronic device, 
wherein the user-replaceable cover is formed from a sheet of material dimensioned to at 
least partially cover the electronic device, wherein the sheet is configured to have a 
substantially flat configuration and a folded configuration and be bendable along the one 
or more predetermined fold lines into the folded configuration to cover the electronic 
device, the sheet being configured such that when folded along the, one or more 
predetermined fold lines the sheet wants to return to the flat configuration were the 
sheet not held in the folded configuration by attachment to the electronic device via the 
first and second holding arrangements of the electronic device and the first portion and 
the third portion of the user-replaceable cover. " 

No sufficient supports have been found in the original specification regarding different 
folding arrangements associated with different portions of the cover. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966) , that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: (See MPEP 
Ch. 2141) 

Determining the scope and contents of the prior art; 

Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims in issue; 

Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art; and 

Evaluating evidence of secondary considerations for indicating obviousness 

or nonobviousness. 

2. Claims 1-2, 6-11, 13-16, 20-23, and 31, 33-34 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 6,330,430 B1, Jensfelt (hereinafter 
Jensfelt), in view of US 5,839,058, Philips et al. (hereinafter Philips), and further in 
view of US 2003/0036362 A1, Buesseler et al. (hereinafter Buesseler). 
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Referring claim 1 , Jensfelt discloses a user-replaceable cover (Figs 1-3, the cover can 
be replaced by a user) comprising: 

a first portion configured for user attachment to and user detachment from a front port- 
ion of an electronic device (Figs 1-4, showing that certain portion of the case would 
cover the front potion of a cell phone); 

a second portion, adjacent to the first portion, comprising one or more predetermined 
fold lines(Figs 1-4, showing one or more predetermined fold lines); 
a third portion, adjacent to the second portion, configured for user attachment to and 
user detachment from a back portion of the device (Figs 1-4, showing certain portion of 
the case would cover the back of the cell phone), 

wherein the user-replaceable cover is.formed from a sheet of material dimensioned to at 
least partially cover the electronic device (Figs 1-3, column 2, lines 24-33), wherein the 
sheet is configured to have a substantially flat configuration (Fig 4) and a folded 
configuration and be bendable (Figs 1-3, column 2, lines 24-33) and the sheet wants to 
return to the flat configuration were the sheet not held in the folded configuration by the 
electronic device (Figs 1-4). Jensfelt does not expressly indicates the bending is along 
the one or more predetermined fold lines into the folded configuration to cover the 
electronic device, the sheet being configured such that when folded along the one or 
more predetermined fold lines. However, Jensfelt suggests that the size of the cover 
can be adjusted according to the size of the mobile terminal (col 2, lines 18-41) and the 
folding lines can therefore be adjusted or pre-determined accordingly as well. 
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Nevertheless, Philips teaches a user-replaceable cover including at least first portion, 
second portion and third portion covering front and back option of the mobile phone with 
folding lines, where the bending is along the one or more predetermined fold lines into 
the folded configuration to cover the electronic device (Philips: Fig 1 , col 5, lines 36-61 , 
col 6, lines 6-41). 

As to attachment to the electronic device via the first portion and the third portion of the 
cover as recited in the claim, although Jensfelt does not expressly indicate attaching the 
folded cover to the electronic device, and Philips teaches the preferred mode being 
attaching the cover case for more convenient detachment, note that both Jensfelt and 
Philips disclose using adhesive material for attachment (Jensfelt: col 3, lines 3-12; 
Philips: col 6, lines 29-41). Such adhesive material can attach the cover, case, or 
between the cover and the device to establish the cover for at least a portion of the 
electronic device. Such adhesive material being applied to which portion of the cover or 
device surfaces, in the cited references and the claimed invention uses the similar 
adhesive and resilient or flexible material in order to provide equivalent features and 
functions with different choice of design, i.e. covering at least a portion of the electronic 
device. 

Nevertheless, Buesseler teaches a user-replaceable cover with one portion covers the 
front and another portion covers the back of the electronic device and bended along the 
folded line with both portions configured to be attached to front and back sides of the 
electronic device (Buesseler: Figs 2A-2B, pars 0005-0007)). 
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Therefore, consider Jensfelt and Philips, as well as Buesseler teachings as a whole, it 
would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate 
Philips and as Buesseler's replaceble cover teachings described above to Jensfelt's 
teachings to provide a flexible, multipurpose cover for the protection of an electronic 
device such as a mobile terminal. 

Referring claim 2, Jensflet as modified discloses a user-replaceable_cover according to 
claim 1 , wherein the user-replaceable_cover is configured to be user bendable onto an 
electronic device (Jensfelt: Figs 1 -3, Philips: Fig 1 , also see analysis of claim 1 ). 

3-5. (Cancelled) 

Referring claims 6, 8- 9, Jensfelt as modified discloses a user-replaceable cover 
according to claim 1 , wherein the sheet of material is formed from a plastic or metal , 
and/or plastic (Jensfelt: column 3, line 51 , plastic, Philips: col 5, lines 44-48, plastic or 
aluminum), and configured to allow it to be bendable back on itself (Jensfelt: Figs 1-3, 
Philips: Fig 1 , see analysis of claim 1 ). 

Referring claims 10-11, 13, and 1 5 Jensfelt as modified discloses a user-replaceable 
cover according to claim 1 , wherein the sheet of material is dimensioned to bridge one 
or more lateral edges of an electronic device, to cover a front and/or rear surface of the 
electronic device (Jensfelt: Figs 1-3), and the sheet of material comprises a holding 
arrangement to facilitate the holding of the user- replaceable cover on the device in the 
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folded configuration, and is configurable to be foldable in half (at least see Jensfelt: Fig 
1 -4, column 2, lines 1 8-42, also Philips: Fig 1 , folding in half to cover both front and 
back portion of the phone). 

Referring claims 14 and 16, Jensfelt as modified discloses a user-replaceable cover 
according to claim 1 , wherein the sheet of material is printed on the inner folded surface 
of the user-replaceable cover and to provide user readable indicia (Philips: Fig 1, col 6, 
line 68 -col 7, line 4). 

Referring claim 22, Jensfelt as modified discloses a method of distributing a user- 
replaceable cover according to claim 1 , the method comprising providing the user- 
replaceable cover in an unfolded configuration, and distributing the cover along with a 
printed publication (Philips: Fig 1). 

Referring claim 20, Jensfelt as modified discloses a user-replaceable_cover according to 
claim 1, does not expressly disclose configured to provide a reeled configuration for 
facilitating transport, storage, and/or packaging of the user-replaceable_cover but 
suggest using the cover for storage while not using to enclose a mobile terminal 
(Jensfelt: col 4, lines 28-35). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to consider Jensfelt's suggestion and have a 
reeled configure for facilitating transport, storage, and/or packaging of the cover for the 
benefit of additional features. 
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Referring clam 21 , Jensfelt as modified discloses a user-replaceable cover according to 
claim 1, dimensioned and configured to cover a mobile phone (Jensfelt: Fig 1, col 1, line 
38-39). 

Referring claim 31 , claim 31 is a method claim that is encompassed and necessitated 
by device claim 1 . It is therefore rejected with the same reason set forth in claim 1 . 

As to claim 33, Jensfelt discloses the method of claim 31 wherein the device is 
configured to have a plurality of different user-selectable functions and at least some of 
the plurality of user- replaceable sheets are adapted for the different user- selectable 
functions of the device (Buesseler: pars, 0039-0040 for different devices with different 
functions, PDA, two way pager, etc.), the method further comprising: 
detaching the user-replaceable sheet from the device (Buesseler: pars 0005-0007, the 
cover is replaceable, therefore, detachable); and 

attaching a second, different user-replaceable sheet to the device, wherein the second 
user-replaceable sheet is adapted for use with a currently selected function of the 
device ((Buesseler: pars, 0039-0040 for different devices with different functions, PDA, 
two way pager, etc., different devices have different functions). 

As to claim 34, Jensfelt as modified discloses a system comprising: 

an electronic device configured to receive a user- replaceable cover (see discussion in 
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claim 1); and 

a user-replaceable cover (see discussion in claim 1), 

wherein the electronic device comprises a first holding arrangement at a front portion of 
the device configured to attach to a first portion of a user-replaceable cover and a 
second holding arrangement at a back portion of the device configured to attach to a 
third portion of a user-replaceable cover and the device configured to hold by said 
attachment the user-replaceable cover in a folded configuration (Buesseler: Figs 2A-2B, 
Fig 3, pars 0005-0007); and 
wherein the user-replaceable cover comprises: 

a first portion configured for user attachment to and user detachment from the first 
holding arrangement of the electronic device; a second portion, adjacent to the first 
portion, comprising one or more predetermined fold lines; a third portion, adjacent to the 
second portion, configured for user attachment to and user detachment from the second 
holding arrangement of the electronic device, wherein the user-replaceable cover is 
formed from a sheet of material dimensioned to at least partially cover the electronic 
device, wherein the sheet is configured to have a substantially flat configuration and a 
folded configuration and be bendable along the one or more predetermined fold lines 
into the folded configuration to cover the electronic device, the sheet being configured 
such that when folded along the, one or more predetermined fold lines the sheet wants 
to return to the flat configuration were the sheet not held in the folded configuration by 
attachment to the electronic device via the first and second holding arrangements of the 
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electronic device and the first portion and the third portion of the user-replaceable cover 
(see discussion in claim 1). 

3. Claims 17-19, 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jensfelt, in view of Philips, and further in view of US 
2003/0036362 A1, Buesseler et al. (hereinafter Buesseler). 

Referring claims 17-19, Jensfelt as modified discloses a user-replaceable_cover but 
does not expressly disclose wherein the sheet of material comprises one or more 
actuators to engage with a covered user interface of an electronic device, wherein the 
one or more actuators have sufficient flexibility to allow movement of the actuators 
in/out of the plane of the sheet and the one or more actuators are raised domes. 
Buesseler teaches an interchangeable cover including "dumb buttons that enable 
corresponding buttons built into the mobile phone (e.g. membrane swhitches 61 shonw 
n Fig 7A) to be actuated via a user pressing on the dumb buttons (Buesseler: Fig 7A, 
pars [0006], [0029-0030]). Consider both Jensfelt as modified and Buesseler's 
teachings as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine both teachings described above by incorporating dumb buttons 
and actuation by user for more convenient and flexible mobile phone operations with an 
interchangeable cover. 
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Referring claim 27, Jensfelt as modified discloses a user-replaceable_cover according to 
claim 9, wherein the sheet is configured to define a U- shape when in a folded 
configuration (Buesseler: abstract, par 0005). 

Referring claim 28, Jensfelt as modified discloses the user-replaceable cover_according 
to claim 1 , wherein the user-replaceable_cover comprises a user-releasable_adhesive to 
allow the user-replaceable_cover to be releasably held to the device as a cover 
(Jensfelt: col 4, lines 1-14). 

4. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jensfelt, in view of Philips, and further in view of Buesseler and US 2003/0134613 
A1, Latto et al. (hereinafter Latto). 

As to claim 29, Jensfelt as modified discloses the system according to claim 34, but 
does not expressly disclose the device is configured to engage with apertures in the 
sheet to hold the user-replaceable_cover over the device in the folded configuration. 
Latto, however, suggests that the device may incorporate a plurality of apertures to 
allow the operational control of a cell phone unobstructed (by the cover) (Latto: Fig 3, 
par [0023]). Therefore, consider Jensfelt as modified and Latto's teachings as a whole, 
it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of invention to combine 
Jensfelt as modified's cover by incorporating Latto's teachings on apertures on the 
phone cover to prevent the cover from obstructing control operations of the device. 
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5. Claims 30 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Jensfelt, in view of Philips, and further in view of Buesseler and US 
2002/0104769 A1, Kim et al. (hereinafter Kim). 

Referring claim 30 according to claim 34, Jensfelt as modified discloses the system 
according to claim 23, but does not expressly disclose wherein the device is configured 
to comprise grooves to hold the user-replaceable cover over the device in the folded 
configuration. Kim, however, teaches that sliding grooves may be provided to hold the 
cover (Kim: Fig 6, pars [0042], [0134]). Therefore, consider Jensfelt as modified and 
Kim's teachings as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the 
time of invention to modify Jensfelt as modified's cover by incorporating Kim's teachings 
on grooves for holding the cover over the device and sliding the cover through the 
grooves. 

Referring 32, Jensfelt as modified discloses the device of claim 30, wherein the 
thicknesses of the first and third portions of the user-replaceable cover are configured to 
allow the cover to be held in the grooves of the device (Kim: par [0042], implying the 
thicknesses of the first and third portions of the user-replaceable cover are configured to 
allow the cover to be held in the grooves of the device). 



Response to Argument 
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The applicant's arguments filed on July 15, 2010 are considered but moot in view of 
new ground of rejection. 
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